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From the SJAC Board of Trustees
It has been a busy start to 2017.  SJAC served over 960 athletes in 2016 and we’re 
poised to match that number this year.  While some of our athletes play just one 
sport, many are involved in St. James athletics year round. Through it all, the 
volunteers who step up are what make our club great.  It takes hundreds of hours 
and hands to keep the concession stand open, maintain our fields, coordinate 
tournaments, and shape our athletic programs.  You should be proud that SJAC is 
a great place to play sports and live our faith.

As you’ll see throughout this newsletter, much is happening at the Club.  Some of 
you might be aware of if your family is involved in Spring sports; other things 
might be new to you.  As we continually work to grow and improve, we welcome 
your ideas, your talents, and your enthusiasm.  THERE IS A PLACE FOR YOU –
please don’t hesitate to reach out if you’d like to get more involved.

In your service,  

The SJAC Board of Trustees 
Mike Etris, Karen Eutsler, John Griffiths, Nick Hageman, Mike Hambrick, Chris McKeever,  
Brian Rhodes, Jim Schloss, Steve Schott, Vicki Seng, and Keith Theissen

Board Support Head CoachesCoordinators

NEW 2017 VOLUNTEERS

We are always looking for volunteers!  
Check out our open positions here.
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Dan Unger 
Faith Liaison

Anne Hageman
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Steve Jackson
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Tony Fasbender
Matt Thiemann 
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Since its’ inception, the 
SJAC Golf Outing has 
been the single biggest 
fundraiser for the Club.  
On May 12, Keith 
Theissen and his 
committee did it again –
this time hosting 30 
foursomes at Aston 
Oaks and raising 
enough money to 
support the parking lot 
repavement project.   
Golfers enjoyed lunch 
before watching Tony 
Fasbender win the 
$1000 Ball Drop Grand 
Prize.  The event was 
capped off with dinner 
and drinks.  Thank you 
again to all of our 
sponsors & volunteers!

2017 Golf Outing 
is a Success 

2017 Goals
The 2017 SJAC Goals 
are published online at 
our website.  Over the 
last six months we have 
completed or made 
progress on all parts of 
our 4 primary goals.

https://bsbproduction.s3.amazonaws.com/portals/6227/templates/sjac volunteers.pdf
https://bsbproduction.s3.amazonaws.com/portals/6227/docs/revised 2017 sjac goals  action plan with progress notes 6-2017.pdf
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Baseball TrackSoftball

St. James fielded 12 teams 
spanning 7-15U.  Five new 
head coaches joined the 
program which has been led 
by Xen Schneider for the last 
two years.  

Congratulations to Coach
Matt Theimann and his 11U 
team on their division 
championship.

St. James also hosted the 13-
15U Tournaments.  Thanks to 
all who helped organize!

St James softball participated 
in the GWAC for the 5th 
consecutive year and 
remains a program that 
others in the conference try 
to emulate. Darcie Bradley, 
St. James Softball 
Coordinator, oversaw three 
softball teams this year – 3/4, 
5/6, and 7/8.  Each team 
came in second place in their 
respective league by winning 
at least 7/10 games– a great 
accomplishment!

Congratulations to the 7th 
and 8th graders who did a 
good job at the CYO meet at 
Elder. Michelle Nie set a PR 
with a high jump of 4 ft 7 
inches. The 5 and 6th grade 
team scored some points at 
the meet as well.. All the 
runners had a great year.

Millie Nie, Track Coordinator, 
thanks all of this year’s 
coaches and is looking for 
new 2018 coaches to help 
lead the program.

Coming Up in the Fall
• In the true Christian spirit, we opened our doors and welcomed three smaller Catholic grade schools who 

otherwise would not have been able to offer sports to their students, to play for St. James.  

• An all-Club picnic to kick off the 2017-2018 school year is being planned.  If you’d like to be involved, please 
contact Karen Eutsler at Karen.Eutsler@gmail.com.

• GOLF - Under Scott Hoffman’s direction, SJAC expanded the golf program to include a new instructional 
program for 4-5th graders which will be coached by Lindsey Theissen.  We also welcome Barb Meehan to 
the golf coaching staff.   Athletes tee off their season in July.

• FOOTBALL - We still have spots available for children grades K – 8 who would like to play football in the fall. 

• SOCCER - St. James is expanding our program to include Premier level teams for the first time. Contact 
soccer co-coordinator Christina Schweirling for more information at christinaschweirling@gmail.com

• CHEERLEADING - Cheerleading is a great way for girls to support their teams and get fun physical activity.  
Cheerleading sign-ups are open for grades K-8 through our website stjamespanthers.org.

Special thanks to Rick Porotsky and David Scheibenzuber who organized and facilitated multiple pre-game 
ceremonies which publicly incorporated prayer and patriotism into our softball and baseball programs.

The Coaching Committee worked to further engage SJAC members by holding pre-season meetings with 
Baseball and Softball parents to overview expectations for the season. This was then followed up by the 
implementing mid-season evaluations which allowed for short-term improvements to be made to our 
programs.   We had great response to these surveys an intend to continue the effort into fall sports.

mailto:christinaschweirling@gmail.com


SJAC Honors Our 8th Grade Athletes
The Membership Committee is 
working to enhance SJAC 
member engagement through 
a variety of events and 
promotions.  So far this 
committee has expanded our 
8th grade recognition to 
include Spring sports –
baseball, softball and track –
by adding banners to the front 
field fences (thank you Mark 
Jeanmougin for donating your 
photography services). The 
committee also organized

FALL 2017 SPORTS REGISTRATIONS

Each year the St. James 
Athletic Club provides a 
small scholarship to 2 
student athletes who will 
be continuing their 
Catholic school 
education.  

Congratulations to the 
2017 winners, Sydney 
Etris and Zach Branam
who each received a 
$500 scholarship to the 
Catholic high school of 
their choice.  

25 nominations from 
coaches and 
coordinators were 
submitted for 8th 
graders who exemplify 
the characteristics of a 
good sportsmanship, 
team playing and 
academic success. 
Qualifying students 
submit essays about why 
a Catholic education is 
important to them.  
These anonymous 
submissions are then 
graded by a committee 
and the winners were 
announced at 
graduation.

2017 SJAC 
Scholarships

rosters and game schedules for each of the three Spring sports and shared 
them with the teaching staff in case they’d like to attend their students’ games. 
The committee is working to kick off an Athletes of  the Week program this fall in 
cooperation with the school.  

If you’re looking for a way to get involved in the Athletic Club in a way that will 
definitely make an impact, consider joining the Membership Committee.  We are 
looking for new faces and new ideas to continue to improve our Club.  Contact 
Jim Schloss for more information – jim.schloss1226@gmail.com.
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SJAC Celebrates Graduating Spring Athletes

Registrations for FOOTBALL, SOCCER and CHEERLEADING are open and still 
accepting athletes.  St. James fall sports programs are available for new and 
experienced athletes.  Volunteer coaches focus on character development, sport-
specific skills, and growing athletes’ understanding of the game/strategy at levels 
appropriate to the age group.

Please share this information with new St. James families Kindergarten – 8th grade!

Practices will begin in August, games will begin in September.  Parents will be  
contacted by their coach prior to practice 
beginning to explain schedules and the 
equipment your child will need to participate.

TO REGISTER:  Through the 
stjamespanthers.org website, click on the 
Log In / Register link in the top right corner.  
You must have a Blue Sombrero account 
(free) to proceed.  

Once logged in, you will be prompted to 
register for any and all sports available to 
your child based on their age and gender.  

Looking for 
Sponsors
SJAC is looking for winter 
sports sponsors who 
would like to be 
recognized with a 
banner in the gym.  
Contact Mike Etris at 
etris6@gmail.com for 
more information.

mailto:etris6@gmail.com
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Get All The Latest Dirt

Maintaining high quality facilities is an on-going 
priority for SJAC for a variety of reasons.  First and 
foremost is to offer our athletes, fans, and guests a 
safe environment at which to enjoy sports.  Next, the 
visual appearance of our fields is an indication of the 
quality of our Club and the pride that we put into it 
as members.  

John Griffiths, Jim Schloss, and their crew have put in 
dozens of hours so far this year to keep our facilities 
in great shape.  This team drags and preps the fields 
multiple times per week.  They also regularly mow 
the grass and maintain the signage & sponsorships.

Spring and fall clean-ups also help keep our facilities 
in great shape. Thank you to the teams who 
volunteer during these events.

This year, the following upgrades have or will be 
started at the fields:
• “The Wall” –Tina Griffiths, Mike Hambrick, and 

Vicki Seng led the effort to replace the unstable 
wall located in front of the first base line seating 
at Field 1.  175 engraved bricks were purchased 
to help finance the project.

• Several areas around the concession stand and 
press box were repainted and the bleachers were 
restained.

• The football field/outfield was fertilized, aerated 
and low spots were filled in.

• Keith Theissen and his committee raised enough 
money through the Golf Outing to repave and 
reline the parking lot – an expensive but much-
needed repair.  This project will commence in 
Summer 2017 and will be done in time for our 
Fall sports season.  Thank you to our Golf Outing 
committee including Brian Rhodes,  Chris 
McKeever, Jim Schloss, John Griffiths, Keith 
Gerhardstein, Mike Hambrick, and Scott Hoffman 
and the many many volunteers who made this 
event a success!

SJAC Fields Get A Facelift

Stay up to date on the latest field conditions, events, and news by 

following SJAC online.  Submit pictures to our Communications Director,  

Brian Rhodes at brhodes1@fuse.net to have your child’s team featured!

Facebook:  SJAC, SJACConcessions & St. James Volleyball

Twitter:       @SJAC1

Website:     stjamespanthers.org

https://www.facebook.com/stjamespanthers/
https://www.facebook.com/SJACconcession/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1115339841881094/
https://twitter.com/SJAC1?ref_src=twsrc^tfw&ref_url=http://sports.bluesombrero.com/sjac/Default.aspx?tabid%3D564969
http://www.stjamespanthers.org/Default.aspx?tabid=542566

